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Burundi 


Presidential Coalition To Dismiss Foreign Minister 


EA2109200595 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1514 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 21 Sep (ABP) — 
Following the position adopted by 11 ministers from 
the presidential coalition against the minister of interior 
and public security, Mr. Gabriel Sinarinzi, and follow- 
ing the cancellation of the note of the secretaiy of state 
for cooperation, Mr. Nicholas Mayugi, by minister Paul 
Munyembari of the presidential coalition after his re- 
turn from his mission, the arbitration mechanism set up 
by the convention of government met on Tuesday [19 
September] and decided to dismiss the minister of ex- 
ternal relations and cooperation, Mr. Paul Munyembari, 
from his post, according to government sources. 


It is worth recalling that the secretary of state for 
cooperation and the minister of interior and public 
security belong to the main oppositica party and had 
been supported by all opposition parties on Wednesday 
and by the entire personnel of the Ministry of Foreign 
Relations and Cooperation, who not only condemned 
the U.S. ambassador but also their minister, Paul 
Munyembari. The arbitration mechanism is composed of 
the office of the general [as heard] assembly, the office 
of the forum which headed the work of the government 
convention and the National Security Council. 


Ministers were scheduled to meet on Thursday but 
nO Opposition minister was present as they expected 
a government reshuffle, which they considered to be 
a precondition to the reconvening of the council of 
ministers. 


Zaire 
Aid Workers: Rwanda Blocking Return of Refugees 


AB2209101595 Paris AFP in English 
0922 GMT 22 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Goma, Zaire, 22 Sep (AFP) 
— The office of the High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) Friday [22 September] accused the Rwandan 
Government of "preventing a massive and spontaneous 
return of refugees" from Zaire. It said Rwanda was 
insisting that refugees in camps in the northern Kivu 
region of Zaire had to pass through a transit centre set 
up at Nkamira, 20 kilometres (12 miles) from Gisenyi 
on the frontier between the two countries. 


"The creation of this transit centre creates a further 
obstacle to the return of the refugees," Joel Boutroue, the 
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UNHCR representatives in Goma in eastern Zaire, told 
ArP. "People manipulating the refugees in the camps at 
Goma are taking advantage of it to spread false rumours 
about a lack of safety and to discourage them from going 
home of their own free will." He said he saw no reason 
for the centre, especially as thousands of other refugees 
who had gone back home had not passed through it. 


Boutroue also said that the Rwandan Government was 
only allowing 150 refugees a day through the post at 
Kibuge, four kilometres (2.5 miles) from the Rwandan 
border, which was opened by the United Nations earlier 
this week © encuurage refugees from the camp at 
Kibumba, northeast of Goma, to return on foot. 


"Rwanda wants to prevent any massive and spontaneous 
return of the refugees,” he said. "That does not help us to 
convince the manipulators in the camps." Boutroue said 
only 50 to 100 refugees were returning voluntarily each 
day — an "insignificant" number. Zaire has threatened 
to expel all Rwandan refugees by the end of the year. 


‘Radical Opposition’ Protests French ‘Interference’ 


AB2209095095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 22 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The radical opposition took to 
the streets around the French Embassy in Kinshasa this 
morning desnite the ban by the municipal authorities. 
The radical opposition intends once again to call for 
the return of its leader, Mr. Etienne Tshisekedi wa 
Mulumba, to the post of prime minister. Kamanda wa 
Kamanda has the details from Kinshasa: 


[Begin Kamanda recording] According to Frederic 
Kibassa-Maliba, chairman of the Sacred Union of the 
Radical Opposition and Allies [USORAS], the demon- 
Strators will cordon off the streets surrounding the 
French Chancellery, assuring that the streets belong 100 
percent to Zaire and Zairians. This is in response to the 
territorial immunity clause brandished by the transition 
governor of Kinshasa to ban the demonstration. 


The opposition is also ready to leave some ways 
open for the free movement of embassy personnel, 
visitors, and inhabitants of the neighboring areas. The 
USORAS acting chairman also said that measures aimed 
at ensuring the security of property and people have 
been taken during the period of the demonstrations. The 
Objective is to denounce France’s interference, which 
the opposition considers exaggerated, in the sovereignty 
of the Zairian political class and public institutions. [end 
recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya 


Three Charged With Attacking Safina Party’s 
Leakey 


EA2209133095 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1000 GMT 22 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Three people were today 
charged with the assault of interim secretary general 
of the unregistered [opposition] political party, Safina, 
Dr. Richard Leakey, and two journalists. The trio 
who appeared before the Nairobi chief magistrate, 
Uniter Kidullah, are (Mohamad Halkano Boru), Patrick 
Ndung’u Mugo, and (Joseph Kauria arap Kosgey). 
They were charged with the assault of Dr. Leakey at 
Nakuru [Rift Valley] law courts on 10 August thereby 
occasioning bodily harm. 


The second count is against Mugo and (Kosgey) in 
which they are accused of assaulting a BBC correspon- 
dent, Louise Tunbridge, causing her bodily harm. The 
two face another count of assaulting KTN correspon- 
dent, Elijah Kinyanjui, and also causing him bodily 
harm. 


Prosecuting, a senior superintendent of police, (Jonathan 
Mwalili), said that investigations are still in process. He, 
however, was not opposed to the release of the accused 
on bond. The magistrate freed them on a cash bail of 
10,000 shillings each. The case comes up for mention 
on 9 October. 


Somalia 


Fighting Reported Between Egal, Issa Forces 


AB2109182295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 21 Sep 95 


{From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The regime of Mohamed Egal 
in the self-declared Republic of Somaliland continues to 
be harried by militias which are opposed to the setting 
up of the republic or to Mohamed Egal himself. In 
July, news had emerged with Issa militias launching 
attacks along the border with Djibouti. Now, the Issas 
claim they are stepping up their attacks and opening 
new fronts in Somaliland. From neighboring Djibouti, 
Christoph Farrah telexed this report: 


Sources in Djibouti, who are close to the Issa militias, 
say that three hamlets near the Ethiopian border: Ado 
Kadir, Djidi, and Himal had been taken over by the Issas 
during fighting this week. The Issa militias claimed they 
had killed 11 of President Egal’s troops and injured a 
further 21. They said that four of their own men were 
killed and eight wounded. They claimed that President 
Egal’s troops are prescntly fleeing the Issa militias near 
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the village of Gerisa. The militias are now trying to cut 
off the road link between Gerisa and Borama. This is 
one of the largest roads in Somaliland. The Issa militias 
are also trying to isolate troops loyal to Egal, who 
are stationed close to the Djibouti border. It has been 
Closed ever since this trouble flared up two months ago. 
Sources close to the Somaliland government say that a 
rebel attack was repulsed a few days ago in the vicinity 
of (Berisle), at some 5 km from the Djibouti border. The 
sources Claimed that 18 Issa militia members were killed 
in the result of the battle as well as four of President 
Egal’s troops. 


Meanwhile, Issa sources say that Issa elders recently 
traveled to Hargeysa and Borama to ask President Egal’s 
government to return 200 camels and more than 1,000 
sheep and goats seized by his troops. Issa militia sources 
say that four elderly nomads were killed this week 
when they tried to prevent President Egal’s troops from 
confiscating their cattle. 


Radio on Fears of ‘Major Battle’ for Baidoa 


EA2109185895 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Reports from Baidoa say forces 
of the Digil and Mirifleh clans are regrouping around 
the town to counter the aggressive offensive. The reports 
add that militia of Aidid’s self-styled group are still in 
the town and that there are great fears that a major battle 
will break out. With the continuing chaos, normal life 
and commercial activity in the town is at a standstill. 


‘Sources’: Anti-Aidid Commanders Study Battle 
Plans 


AB2109133595 Paris AFP in English 
1307 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 21 Sep (AFP) — 
Militia commanders from factions opposed to warlord 
Mohamed Farah Aidid met in Mogadishu Thursday [21 
September] to study battle plans after Aidid’s capture 
of the inland town of Baidoa, reliable sources said. 


North Mogadishu strongman Ali Mahdi Mohamed, 
General Aidid’s arch-rival, threatened “all-out” war 
after Aidid led a column of 600 men from his south 
Mogadishu stronghold to capture Baidoa in a lightning 
strike Sunday. Ali Mahdi gave the general 24 hours to 
withdraw his troops, but has so far failed to act while 
Aidid has consolidated his hold on Baidoa, which was 
previously ruled by feuding Sab sub-clans. 


Those meeting Thursday were commanders of the 
militias of Aidid, of Muse Sudi Yalahow, a fellow Abgal 
who rules the south Mogadishu enclave of Medina, and 
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of Osman Ali Hassan "Ato," Aidid’s former financier 
who broke with him as UN troops pulled out of 
this lawless nation in March after failing to persuade 
warlords to agree to a government of national unity. He 
is a member of the Habr Gedir clan, as is Aidid. 


The capital was tense Thursday, but calm. 


In north Mogadishu, more than 150 Ethiopian refugees 
who have been in Somalia for up to 15 years demon- 
strated in front of a hospital run by the International Red 
Cross to demand that they be repatriated, witnesses said. 
They also complained about conditions in the camps 
they live in. Red Cross guards dispersed the demon- 
strators at gunpoint, but without violence, the witnesses 
said. 


Large Pro-Government Rally Held in Baidoa 


EA2109141095 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 20 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mr. Ali Iman Sharmarke, the 
deputy minister of internal affairs of the Republic of 
Somalia, this afternoon took part in a large rally in 
support of the government at the football stadium of 
Baidoa, the capital of Bay region. 


The deputy minister spoke about the government's 
efforts to ensure security, and to work toward the 
common good of the Somali people. He also spoke 
about the regional autonomy law, its structure, and 
organization. He warned those present to remain vigilant 
against the propaganda being spread by internal and 
external enemies of the Somali people. Elders, religious 
scholars and well-informed people noted the good 
security situation in the region, and the cooperation of 
the people and their support for the Government of the 
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Republic of Somalia, led by President Mohamed Farah 
Aidid. 


UN Official: Aidid Expected To Release Foreigners 


EA2109221095 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1810 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Somali warlord Muhammad 
Farah Aidid agreed to release 14 foreigners his militi- 
amen have been holding since Sunday [17 September] 
in the western city of Baidoa. 


The UN Deveiopment Program [UNDP] said the agree- 
ment comes one day after Aidid released seven aid 
workers, who have flown to Nairobi from Baidoa. The 
aid workers had been held in Baidoa by Aidid fighters 
after they seized the town over the weekend. 


The UNDP resident [in Kenya] representative, [name 
indistinct], said he expected to transport the released 
staff out of Baidoa within the next two days. 


‘Bandits’ Attack Refugees Returning From Kenya 


EA2109212795 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1810 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The UN High Commission for 
Refugees [UNHCR] has said bandits yesterday attacked 
a truck ferrying refugees returning home from Kenya 
near the southern Somali town of Afmadow. A press 
release from the UNHCR offices in Nairobi said two 
refugees were killed and another two was seriously 
wounded in the attack. One refugee was reported 
missing following the attack, in which the bandits fled 
with the lorry loaded with the refugees’ belongings and 
food. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Ramaphosa: Draft Constitution Expected in Nov 


MB2209093395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0925 GMT 22 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Sept 22 
SAPA — A working draft of the final constitution 
is expected to completed in November, Constitutional 
Assembly chairman Cyril Ramaphosa said on Friday. 


Speaking at a Radio 702 business breakfast at the 
Indaba hotel, Sandton, he said the draft would be made 
available for comment and the final constitution would 
hopefully be passed in May. 


"(It) will be the birth certificate of a new nation,” he 
said. "We have gone a long way in involving the public 
in the constitution-making process." 


According to surveys more than 67 per cent of the 
population is aware of the constitutional process. 


Ramaphosa said the constitution would be translated 
into the 11 official languages. It would prevent abuses of 
power and provide efficient and effective government, 
create a legislative environment in which transformation 
was viable and be used to address imbalances of the past 
and present. 


"(The constitution) needs to direct us where we want to 
go as a nation. We need a constitution that is more than 
the delicate balancing act that was hammered out at the 
World Trade Centre (multiparty negotiations before last 
year’s general elections)." 


Ramaphosa said fighting crime was part of the trans- 
formation process, and had to be addressed as a devel- 
opment issuc. “Working conditions for policemen are 
appalling,” he said, and called for communities to con- 
sider giving the police financial assistance. 


The problems in South Africa were no different to those 
faced by other countries, Ramaphosa said. "We have no 
crisis." 


Labour issues were being placed on a new footing, and 
strikes were not cause for alarm. Ramaphosa said he 
would like to see unions striking three-year agreements 
with their employers, so industries could concentrate on 
growth. 


Asked whether government executive changes were 
being considered, Ramaphosa said the African National 
Congress’s national executive committee had rejected 
the idea of a prime minister in addition to a president. 
Discussions would continue, he added. 
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KwaZulu/Natal NP Weicomes Constitutional 
Challenge 


MB2109174695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1724 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PIETERMARITZBURG Sept 
21 SAPA — The National Party [NP] in KwaZulu/Natal 
on Thursday welcomed the Inkatha Freedom Party-led 
provincial cabinet’s decision to lodge a constitutional 
court challenge on four amendments to the interim 
constitution. 


Premier Dr Frank Mdlalose said in Pietermaritzburg on 
Wednesday the four amendments were unconstitutional 
and adversely affected KwaZulu/Natal. 


The African National Congress in KwaZulu/Natal said 
the legal action was purely political. 


In a statement the NP accused the ANC at national 
level of continuously trying to strip provinces of their 
competencies and powers. The NP said the ANC’s 
Criticism was "surprising" since the ANC was involved 
in negotiating the interim constitution and had an 
Obligation as part of the government of national unity 
to uphold it. "The NP in KwaZulu/Natal will vigorously 
guard against any attempts to undermine the constitution 
of South Africa." 


Parties Seeking Alliances for Local Elections 


MB2109144395 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
21 Sep 95 p 10 


[Report by Abdul Milazi] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The forthcoming local gov- 
ernment elections seem set to be dominated by some 
Strange alliances and alignments. The well-known al- 
liance of the African National Congress, Congress of 
South African Trade Unions [Cosatu], South African 
Communist Party and South African National Civic Or- 
ganisation [Sanco] has been revitalised to assure the 
ANC a majority vote. 


This alliance has drawn shar criticism from the Pan- 
Africanist Congress of Azania [PAC] and the Azanian 
People’s Organisation [Azapo]. The two organisations 
complained that Cosatu and Sanco’s involvement in the 
alliance gave the ANC an unfair advantage over other 
black political parties. 

PAC secretary-general Mr Maxwell Nemadzivhanani 
said the decision by Cosatu and Sanco to throw their 
support behind the ANC-SACP alliance amounted to 
"political thuggery and election-rigging". 
Nemadzivhanani said: "People do not join these bodies 
(Sanco and Cosatu) on the basis of political affiliation, 
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but on the basis that they are ordinary members of the 
community and workers, respectively. The decision by 
the leaders of Sanco and Cosatu is not only undemo- 
cratic but also undermines the intelligence of the na- 
tion." 


Nemadzivhanani said members of these bodies come 
from different political backgrounds. Their right to vote 
for a party of their choice was being undermined if 
leaders made decisions that people should vote for the 
ANC without consulting them. 


"Cosatu is expected to concern itself with the struggle of 
workers irrespective of their political background, while 
Sanco should be a champion and watchdog of the civic 
needs of the community,” said Nemadzivhanani. 


Sanco general secretary Mr Penrose Ntlonti said the 
organisation’s decision to back the ANC dates back 
to November 1993, when liberation movements were 
invited to present their programmes for the upliftment 
of black communities. 


Ntlonti said: "Azapo said they were not taking part in the 
elections and the PAC never responded to our invitation. 
The ANC was the only organisation that came up with a 
palatable programme in the form of the Reconstruction 
and Development Programme [RDP]." 


Ntlonti said it was only after the local government struc- 
tures were in place that the RDP would be properly im- 
plemented. However. he added that Sanco was not "mar- 
ried" to the ANC. "During the agreement in November 
1993 we did not give them (ANC) a blank cheque. Our 
duty is to watch the delivery progress of the Govern- 
ment. We are an independent organisation and we are 
not affiliated to any political organisation,” said Ntlonti. 


There have also been rumours of other courtships in- 
volving the Conservative Party [CP] and Inkatha Free- 
dom Party (IFP]. However, the rumours were refuted by 
both parties. 


During the opening of registration for local candidates, 
the CP shocked all and sundry when it failed to field 
its representatives. Last month the party indicated that 
it would noi take part in the local government elections. 


The IFP was also said to have tried to court the South 
Western Joint Civic Association [Sowejoca], while the 
National Party courted certain coloured communities. 


The Sowejoca-IFP alliance was confirmed early this 
month when the two organisations held a mass rally in 
Newclare, Johannesburg, which was addressed by IFP 
president Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


These alignments highlight the lack of alliance partners 
for the PAC and Azapo. However, as in last year’s 
election, Azapo will not contest the November elections. 
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The PAC has for months been quietly courting 
coloureds in the Western Cape around the issue of the 
illegal occupation of houses by blacks when meant 
for coloureds. Interestingly, the illegal occupants are 
allege? members or supporters of the ANC. 


The party has also been competing with the IFP in 
courting coloureds in the Gauteng area. The PAC’s 
presence at Sowejoca’s "Saamtrek [Rally] of Coloured 
People" on May 23 was perhaps an indication of the 
Organisation’s intentions. 


The PAC was also present at the Sowejoca-IFP rally, 
but was not part of the pact. 


Before its decision not to contest the election, the CP 
expressed interest in a partnership with the now-defunct 
Concerned South African Group, while the IFP denied 
any possible alliance with the CP or any other political 


party. 


Besides the ANC alliance, the other alignments are 
based on ethnocentric nationalism or just pure racism. 


The coloured groups in the Western Cape and Sowejoca, 
being courted by both the PAC and the IFP, have shown 
a rise in ethnocentric nationalism which became clear in 
their move to form a liberation movement for coloureds. 


Strange bedfellows indeed. The IFP is known for its 
strong belief in a Zulu kingdom while the Kleurling 
Weerstandsbeweging [Colored Resistance Movement] 
wants a coloured volkstaat [homeland]. The PAC is 
known for its fight for the return of the land to blacks. 


The courtship between the NP and the coloureds in the 
Western Cape in last year’s election tilted the balance 
of power in favour of the NP. This limited the ANC’s 
majority to seven of the nine provinces (with KwaZulu/ 
Natal going to the IFP). 


Politics does indeed make strange bedfellows. 


W. Cape ANC To Fight Candidates’ 
Disqualification 


MB2109154095 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
21 Sep 95 p 3 


[Report by Mathatha Tsedu] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The African National Congress 
is taking legal action against the W?stern Cape provin- 
cial government after their candidates where disqualified 
in three areas. Announcing this at a media conference in 
Johannesburg yesterday, ANC MP Mr Saki Macozoma 
said the action was to challenge the “unfair disqualifi- 
cations decided on by returning officers that we believe 
are in conflict with the electoral regulations”. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The areas affected are Hermanus, Knysna and Saldanha, 
and the candidates were disqualified for late registra- 
tions, rent arrears and for being teachers, national elec- 
tions coordinator Ms Roshene Singh said. 


Attempts to negotiate the issue with local government 
MEC [Member of the Executive Council] Mr Peter 
Marais had failed, and in a letter to the ANC yesterday, 
Marais said he could not convene a meeting of the 
provincial multiparty liaison committee to look into the 
problems. 


ANC regional secretary in the province Mr James 
Ngculu told Sowetan the late registration affect.:d about 
five candidates, while rent arrears affected 18 candi- 
dates. He said teachers affected by the ruling not to 
accept their registration were many, 2s teachers formed 
the bulk of the educated elite in rural areas. 


Marais said in a letter to the ANC that returning officers 
had said the late registrations could not be accepted. 


Macozoma said the decision by the Independent Broad- 
casting Authority (IBA) to ban political #3?rtising on 
radio and television was unfortunate but the ANC would 
not challenge the ruling. 


He said the ANC would not hinge its campaign on Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela as they had done in last year’s 
general election. "The campaign will be candidate- 
focussed to ensure that people know who they are vot- 
ing for. The organisation will however utilise the impact 
that the President has in the campaign,” he said. 


Mandela will on Saturday address meetings in the 
Eastern Cape and will move to the Northern Cape on 
Sunday. ANC MP Mr Carl Niehaus said the small 
turnout at rallies last weekend did not mean there was 
apathy among people. “Our research shows that people 
are aware and we think attendance will pick up as the 
campaign hots up,” he said. 


Nearly 6,000 candidates had been fielded in 661 areas. 


ANC’s Radio Freedom Granted Broadcasting 
License 


MB2109180595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1316 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Sept 21 
SAPA — Radio Freedom, the African National Con- 
gress’s radio station during the party's years in exile, 
had been granted a special-event broadcasting licence 
by the Independent Broadcasting Authority, station head 
Golden Neswiswi said on Thursday. Radio Freedom 
started its first broadcast on Thursday and will be on 
air 24 hours a day for two weeks. 
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"This fact establishes the relaunch of the former ANC 
radio in exile as an independent radio station in the new 
South Africa,” Neswiswi said in a statement. 


The station’s programmes include current affairs, 
women’s issues, entertainment, local music and local 
issues. 


The licence was granted to coincide with the official 
opening by Deputy President Thabo Mbeki of the Radio 
Freedom Institute of Broadcast Journalism and the 
unveiling of a monument in Johannesburg’s Newtown 
cultural precinct. Both events are scheduled for Friday. 


Radio Freedom is broadcasting from premises in 
Lorentzville, Johannesbu’ 7. 


South African Press Review for 22 Sep 
MB2209124895 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


Competition Law — "The time of reckoning for com- 
petition law is drawing closer,” begins a page-10 edito- 
rial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 22 
September. The editorial notes there is consensus on a 
few basic principles of the law, including the fact that 
the propused law targets “abuse of a dominant position" 
in a market and not corporate size and the acceptance 
that exchange controls are an important cause of eco- 
nomic concentration. On the down side, the editorial 
says the “apparently extensive, though highly ambigu- 
ous, set of definitions of abusive behavior" and other 
loopholes contained in the proposed law leave “enor- 
mous scope for discretion — and thus enormous scope 
for using it to further political agendas which may not 
be compatible with the best interests of the national 
economy.” Trade and Industry Trevor Manuel must al- 
low sufficient time for “widespread consultation” on the 
competition law, because it could, "if correctly framed 
and handled, be highly beneficial to the South African 
economy." 


Development Extortion — "“Telkom’s [Telecommuni- 
cations Corporation] announcement that it is reviewing 
projects on the Witwatersrand because of extortion by 
thugs posing as civic leaders may be a sign of a trend 
that could grievously damage those efforts to build the 
material foundations of the stable society that is nec- 
essary for peace and growth,” says a second editorial 
on the same page of BUSI) ESS DAY. By demand- 
ing payoffs, the so-called township leaders endanger 
the development programs in their areas. The editorial 
says SANCO’s [South African National Civics Organ- 
ization] response to the situation "has been feeble at 
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best." "The organisation’s lack of initiative in dealing 
with a syndrome of criminality and graft, epitomised 
by the Telkom situation, effectively encourages private 
sector red-lining — against which it has campaigned 
so loudly." According to the editorial, the government 
must crack down on the corruption "township criminals" 
who are "enriching themselves by impoverishing whole 
communities." 


NEW NATION 


Financial Disclosure — "It is disturbing that other polit- 
ical parties have yet to emulate the ANC" by requiring 
their parliamentarians to disclose their financial inter- 
ests, says a page- 10 editorial in Johannesburg NEW 
NATION in English on 22 September. "To suggest that 
public financial disclosure is premature because we do 
not yet have a normal democracy defies all logic. We 
fail to see the link between the lack of political toler- 
ance and the need for public accountability. Any attempt 
to link the two comes precipitously close to suggesting 
that public disclosure will feed intolerance and even po- 
litical violence." The editorial argues that the financial 
dealings of elected officials should be scrutinized be- 
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cause they have been entrusted with billioas of rands in 
public funds. "And the conduct of politicians in respect 
of their private business has a direct bearing on how 
this responsibility is executed. Without such disclosure, 
we Can never say with any certainty that our politicians 
are not corrupt.” 


SOWETAN 


Right to Strike — In a page-12 editorial, Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 22 September says it will 
continue to back people who strike due to disgracefully 
low wages and poor working conditions, such as a 
municipal employee who is paid "1,010 rands after 
working for 22 years in the same job.” "We know 
the various arms of the state will say they have no 
money, that budgets are tight and that strikes in essential 
services are illegal. We agree that for people who work 
in areas that affect the welfare and health of the general 
citizenry, striking is largely unacceptable. But unless 
the disgrace of having to pay people such abominable 
wages after they have worked for so long is stopped, 
we have no recourse but to back the strikers." 
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Angola 


Joint Commission Concerned Over Cease-Fire 
Violations 


MB2209060195 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[Report by Alves Antonio — italicized passages 
recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Antonio] The Joint Com- 
mission met in the Angolan capital this morning to dis- 
Cuss military and humanitarian aid-related issues. 


At the meeting, the Joint Commission voiced concern 
about continuing cease-fire violations in many parts of 
Angola. It called on the government and the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
to halt those violations as soon as possible. This is what 
UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin Beye had 
to say: 


[Beye, in French with passage-by-passage translation 
to Portuguese] The Joint Commission has noticed that 
there continue to be many violations of the cease- 
fire agreement during this period. The number of such 
violations has risen to a very significant 25. I would like 
to take this opportunity to stress that these were proven 
violations, though not all were verified. [passage omitted 
including indistinct portions] 

We would like to call on the Angolan Government and 
UNITA to stop these violations as rapidly as possible. 
Cease-fire violations have occurred in Uige, Lunda 
Norte, Lunda Sul, Zaire, and Huila Provinces. 


[Antonio] Meanwhile, the Joint Commission expressed 
satisfaction with the progress of the mine removal 
opersiuns, but it also issued a warning to both sides: 


[Beye] The Joint Commissicn is happy with the progress 
made by the mine removal operations led by both 
the government and UNITA. Nevertheless, the Joint 
Commission would like to take this opportunity to remind 
the government and UNITA to do their utmost to avoid 
replanting mines. To do so wuuld be catastrophic, and 
the international community would see it as a sign 
that its mine removal efforts are being wasted. The 
Joint Commission further reaffirmed the need for the 
government and UNITA to disseminate the contents of 
their joint declarations as broadly as possible so their 
senior officials and local commanders will be aware of 
them. This will help the UN Angola Verification Mission 
in its efforts to get people and goods moving freely in the 
various parts of Angolan territory. [passage omitted] 


[Antonio] The Joint Commission also praised Angolan 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ and UNITA leader 
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Jonas Savimbi’s decision to attend the international 
doncr conference in Brussels. 


[Beye] The Joint Commission has congratulated An- 
golan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi on their willingness and determi- 
nation to attend the donor meeting in Brussels. Their 
visits to Brussels will send a positive signal to the inter- 


national community. 
War Veterans, Soldiers Clash in Luanda 


MB2109194595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been gunfire in the 
streets of Luanda today. Troops battled with a crowd of 
war-mutilated veterans from the 20-year civil war. One 
of the biggest problems facing the country is what to 
do with demobilized and wounded ex- soldiers known 
as mutilados. Nobory seems to own the responsibility 
and some of the mutilados have apparently reached the 
end of their tether. On the line to Luanda, Alice Martin 
asked Christine Mula of REUTERS how today’s trouble 
had started. 


[Begin recording] [Mula] There were some mutilado 
officers dri-'' ing with Angolan Armed Forces soldiers 
and they ». rank a little too much and began argu- 
ing and tlie ~ :tilados told the soldiers that they didn’t 
want to war ine uniform any longer and the soldiers 
have gone augry and started shooting. Eventually the 
mutilados went over to a warehouse where the govern- 
ment stores some grenades and other things and decided 
that they were going to invade and rearm themselves, so 
the Rapid Intervention Police came and used an RPG-7 
cannon on the mutilados. It was very bad. The official 
source that I spoke with said that there were only two 
people wounded, but several eyewitnesses have said that 
there were bodies on the ground. 


[Martin] Now, the mutilados, who are the war veterans 
and called mutilados because they are mutilated, must 
surely have been a very sort of motley crew. How many 
of them were there, and what kind of a fight did it turn 
into? 


{Mula} It is not clear how many there were but the 
fight occurred in the city’s main street, which is called 
Primeiro de Maio, the First of May for labor day here. 
Most of the mutilados, who come from the provinces 
after they have fought in the war and lost their legs 
and thei: arms, move about in their area. The biggest 
problem with the mutilados now is that the army just 
lets them go after they lose their limbs and they are noi 
taken care of at all, so most of them are starving. They 
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have no pension, they have nowhere to leave, and they 
simply don’t know what to do themselves. 


Mvlartin] It sounds like, from what you are saying, the 
way thai the army reacted to the mutilados, shows that 
they are perhaps embarrassed of them, they want to 
forget them as a problem. 


[Mula] The mutilados apparently are quite hurt that the 
government hasn’t take care of them. Tuey feel that they 
have been loyal to the government and they have lost 
their limbs for the nation and the government shuld be 
doing more for them than they actually are. What has 
happened is that the mutilados might just have said to 
the soldier, how dare you remain in this amy if this 
is what happens to you, and the soldier who iias also 
not been very well treated — they make less than $10 
a month — and probably doesn’t have a hell of a lot to 
eat himself, said okay, this is it. 


[Martin] What do you know of what is being done now 
for the people who were wounded in this shootout? 


[Mula] Apnarently the official number is that there are 
two p?ople wounded. They are in the intensive care at 
Luanda’s main hospital Josina Machel, but as far as | 
know, that is all they are doing. There are millions of 
mut‘lados all over Angola, and it will take a long time 
before anyone decides what will be done with these 
people. [end recording] 


Uige Province Official Voices Concern About 
Security 


MB2109163395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Even though the Joi: t Commis- 
sion recently reopened some provincial rou es, there is 
no free movement of people or goods in Uige ['rovince 
yet. Mauricio Domingos, Uige’s deputy provincial gov- 
ernor for defense affairs, noted that, worse yet, armed 
men have murdered people in certain areas. He said 
17 people had been murdered on the outskirts of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA]-controlled city of Negage. 


{Begin Domingos iecording] As you arc aware, the Aid 
Coordination Unit [UCA] held a meeting in Uige, the 
provincial capital, a few days ago. The meeting was 
attended by UNITA members, including Dr. (Cafes), 
UNITA representative in UCA, and engineer Lazaro, 
who confirmed those people were murdered. We have 
learned that 17 women were killed on 6 September 
alone. We have also learned that this action was 
carried out on orders from Major General Verissimo, 
commander of the battalion based in (Guro). [end 
recording] 
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UNITA: Government Deploys South African 
Mercenaries 


MB2209101495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0900 GMT 22 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Voice of Resistaiuce of the 
Black Cockerel [Vorgan], the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola’s [UNITA] radio station, 
has accused the Angolan Government of deploying 
South African mercenaries in Saurimo, Lunda Sul 
Province, since 14 September. According to Vorgan, the 
aim of those military movements is to attack UNITA- 
controlled areas. 


This report was heard by Portugal’s LUSA news agency 
in the Angolan capital. Vorgan also reported that gov- 
ernment aircraft offloaded mobile bridges at Saurimo on 
16 September to make it easier to carry out military op- 
erations. 


Savimbi Leaves for Belgium To Attend Donor 
Meeting 

MB2109141995 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 21] Sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] UN Spe- 
cial Representative Alioune Blondin Beye is s~heduled 
to leave for Belgium this evening to attend the donor 
community meeting on Angola scheduled for next week. 
Beye will stop over in Paris on the way. 


His Excellency Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, president 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA], has already left for Belgium. Shortly 
before leaving Bailundo, Dr. Savimbi chaired a rally 
attended by thousands of UNITA militants and sym- 
pathizers. The UNITA president [words indistinct] to 
attend the ‘nternational donui community on Angola’s 
reconstruction. [passage omitted including passage in- 
distinct] 


Dhlakama To Spend Time in Gorongosa To Lead 
Renamo 


MB2209074695 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 21 Sep 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The leader of the former 
rebel movement, Renamo [Mozambique National Re- 
sistance], in Mozambique, Afonso Dhlakama, is set to 
reside in the town of Gorongosa, in the central province 
of Sofala, for periods of one to two months at a stretch 
in order to direct his movement [words indistinct] the 
MOZAMBIQUE NEWS AGENCY quotes the Maputo 
daily newspaper, NOTICIAS, as saying that Renamo 
wanted to rent a house in the [words indistinct] APIE 
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[Administration of State-Owned Buildings]. [passage 
omitted including indistinct portion] 


Gorongosa is the nearest town to Maringue, the Renamo 
military headquarters in the war of destabilization. 
[passage omitted] 


Zambia 
Official Says Kaunda Not Under House Arrest 


MB2109155595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[From the "African News" program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] There are conflicting reports 
about the alleged arrest of the former Zambian president, 
Kenneth Kaunda. The Zambian high commissioner in 
London says Mr. Kaunda is not under house arrest, 
but has been ordered not to leave the eastern town 
of Chipata for the time being. Other reports say Mr. 
Kaunda has already left. 


Police Spokesman: Kaunda Not Arrested 
MB2109193695 Lusaka Zambia National 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Two bodyguards of former 
President Dr. Kenneth Kaunda appeared in the Chama 
Magistrate Court charged with assaulting Deputy 


FBIS-AFR-95-184 
22 September 1995 


Minister of Education (Newton Mwuini) on Monday 
[18 September]. Police Public Relations Officer (Edis 
Chinkobele), who confirmed this to ZANA [Zambia 
News Agency] today, says police were still looking 
for six suspects who are still at large in connection 
with the alleged beating of the minister. She said the 
Suspects were identified at a police identification parade 
in Chama today. Mrs. (Chinkobele) said Dr. Kaunda 
has not been arrested because he was not involved in 
the assault. 


Court Issues Warrant for Arrest of MP Wezi 
Kaunda 


MB2209071495 Lusaka Zambia National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 22 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Lusaka High Court yester- 
day issued a (?fresh) warrant for the arrest of Malambo 
Member of Parliament [MP] Major Wezi Kaunda for 
contempt of court. Justice [name indistinct] issued the 
warrant when Major Wezi Kaunda failed to show up 
in court in the morning of Friday [15 September] on 
charges of treason, which he allegedly committed two 
years ago. Major Kaunda is alleged to have helped to 
prepare a seditious document codenamed [words in- 
distinct]. Major Kaunda has pleaded not guilty to the 
Charge and has since been on police [word indistinct]. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 
Prime Minister Explains Ban on Demonstrations 


LD2109201895 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 21 Sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] For the next three months all 
demonstrations are forbidden in Cote d’ Ivoire. [passage 
Omitted] Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan gave 
this explanation for the new decree: 


[Begin Duncan recording] I think you have to put 
this in perspective. I do not think the peacefulness of 
Ivorian society is really being threatened. Democracy is 
functioning freely in Cote d’Ivoire; rallies and meetings 
in advance of the elections will take place. What this 
is actually about — the desired result -- is to stop 
anything that might paralyze economic activity. That 
is what it is, in fact. The opposition parties have their 
newspapers, which they can use. Opposition parties 
will have access, as will the other candidates, to state 
resources as regards campaigning. The Conseil National 
de !’Audiovisuel will ensure equality of air time for the 
presidential candidates during...[pauses] who have been 
recognized as such by the Constitutional Council. So 
there are a number of other means of expression rather 
than protest marches. [end recording] 


Opposition Leader Rejects Ban 


LD2109210395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The ban on demonstrations in 
Cote d’ Ivoire comes a few weeks before the presidential 
elections, scheduled for next October. [passage omitted] 


Abou Drahamane Sangare, deputy leader of the Ivorian 
Patriotic Front (FPI], one of the main opposition parties, 
made the following remarks to our correspondent, 
Georges Abou: 


{Begin recording] [Sangare] For us, the call to demon- 
Strate is maintained. We will keep on calling for demon- 
strations, because that is all we have left. [passage in- 
distinct] For three months, we will not be able to speak 
out. The elections will take place, and they could even 
reject the candidacy [of party leader Laurent Gbagbo] 
and we won’t be able to demonstrate against it. [passage 
omitted] 


[Abou] Might you go so far as to boycott the elections? 


[Sangare] No, not for the time being. We are activists 
and we are fighters. We fought during the period when 
we had to operate clandestinely so that multiparty 
politics could be realized. [passage omitted] 


We will fight to obtain an electoral code we can all 
agree on. [end recording] 
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Gambia 


New Public Works Minister Appointed 


AB2109182895 Paris AFP in French 
1619 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Banjul, 21 Sep (AFP) — The 
former manager of the engineering services of the Gam- 
bian public transport company, Mr. Ebrima Ceesay, was 
appointed minister of public works, telecommunications 
and information today, a communique from the presi- 
dency said. 


He replaces Mbemba Tambedu, who was relieved 
from his post on 20 September for “negligence in 
the managing of the Banjul power center," “lack of 
sincerity," and for not "having constructed bridges and 
roads in the interior of the country while having the 
necessary funds in his possession." [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Disabled NPFL Soldiers Said in ‘Desperate 
Existence’ 


AB2109224195 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Now that peace is coming to 
Liberia, it is not just refugees and displaced people 
who might hope for better times. The years of conflict 
between the warring factions has left many fighters 
wounded and disabled and a group of more than 700 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] fighters, 
out of action because of serious injury, have been 
eking out a desperate existence around Charles Taylor’s 
headquarters town of Gbarnga. Nobody seems to want to 
help them and they’re resorting to begging to survive. 
Our correspondent, Jonathan Peleyle has been to see 
them. He telexed this report: 


Many of these 750 registered handicapped were out in 
search of food when I visited their headquarters which 
is situated a few yards from the ruins of what used to be 
the United Nations compound in Gbarnga. The head of 
the group, Saye Kone, himself a war victim, said that, 
apart from the irregular and meager food rations they 
receive from the NPFL High Command, their plight 
has not attracted any real assistance. He sent an SOS 
appeal to the international community for help [words 
indistinct] the shortages of food, medicine, and clothing 
will complicate our already alarming psychological and 
physical problems. Asked whether local people had been 
of help to them in anyway, he replied, not much. He said 
that many people still feel uncomfortable with the ex- 
fighters and are, therefore, reluctant to help them. 
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The former combatants regard and proudly refer to 
themselves as war veterans and they have formed an 
Organization called the Veteran Assistance Program in 
order to solicit for outside help. One of them, Momoh 
Stewart, told me that he lost his eyes in 1993 when 
a hand grenade with which he had wanted to blast an 
enemy position exploded in his own hands, damaging 
his eyes and limbs instantly. Another ex-fighter in his 
40’s said that he became lame from a leg injury in a 
major ambush during the fight for control of south- 
eastern Liberia in 1993. But I am happy, he said, that, 
at least, I have lived to see the trend the civil war has 
taken today. 


Nigeria 


Government’s Release of Gen. Lekwot Confirmed 


AB2109181195 Paris AFP in French 
1212 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Lagos, 21 Sep (AFP) — 
Retired General Zamani Lekwot, a Christian from 
the Middle Belt (central Nigeria), who was sentenced 
to death following the May 1992 bloody inter-ethnic 
clashes and who latter had his sentence commuted 
to a prison term, was released on 18 September, his 
wife confirmed to AFP today. Gen. Lekwot left the 
prison in Port-Harcourt, the capital of Rivers State 
(southeastern Nigeria), on 18 September and is currently 
living "with some friends," while awaiting the release 
of other officers involved in the same affair, Angelina 
Lekwot said when contacted from Lagos by telephone 
in her residence in Kaduna (northern Nigeria). Gen. 
Lekwot will be returning to his residence in Kaduna 
on 29 September, she explained. 


Announced first by the government paper, the DAILY 
TIMES, on 18 September and later confirmed by 
Internal Affairs Minister Babagana Kingibe on 19 
September, the release of Gen. Lekwot was surrounded 
by some confusion. His wife, who was contacted by 
AFP on 20 September, was unable at the time to confirm 
his release. Apparently, Gen. Lekwot only contacted 
his wife, through someone close to him in Kaduna, 
48 hours after his release. In an attempt to clarify 
the contradictory statements by the authorities and 
the general’s close associates, the NIGERIAN PRESS 
advanced the argument that Gen. Lekwot might have 
refused to leave prison unless his companions, who 
had been sentenced with him by the same special 
military tribunal, were also released. His wife, who was 
questioned by AFP, did not rule out this eventuality. 
[passage omitted] 
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UK Reportedly Appeals on Behalf of Coup Plotters 


AB2209125295 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 22 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The British Government has 
appealed to the Nigerian Government to show clemency 
to the 40 people convicted of plotting a coup. The 
British prime minister, Mr. John Major, made the appeal 
during talks yesterday in London with Nigeria’s foreign 
affairs minister, Chief Tom Ikimi. Mr. Major also 
called for an early return to democracy in Nigeria. The 
Nigerian minister, who is at the head of a delegation on 
a five-day visit to Britain, is expected to leave for New 
York tomorrow, Saturday. 


Oil Firms Reportedly Advise U.S. on Dialogue 


AB2109215795 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Major oil companies operating 
in Nigeria have told the U.S. State Department that 
relations between the United States and Nigeria will not 
normalize in the near future if Washington continues 
to act on information supplied by intelligence services 
Or mass media without establishing contact with the 
Nigerian Government. 


The representatives of the oil companies summoned 
by the United States to examine options for an oil 
embargo against Nigeria argued further that the situation 
in Nigeria was completely different from what was 
being presented to them. They advised that the U.S. 
Government and the Congress should either invite their 
Nigerian counterparts for a dialogue or send a delegation 
to Nigeria on a thorough fact-finding mission. Present 
at the meeting were representatives of Mobil, Texaco, 
Chevron, Kelog, and Shell. 


Official Urges More Understanding for Government 


AB2109222595 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The secretary to the Govern- 
ment of the Federation, Aihaji Aminu Saleh, has again 
implored the international community to show more un- 
derstanding to the Government of Nigeria in its bid to 
evolve a durable democracy. Alhaji Aminu was speak- 
ing when he received the president, exploration and 
production [division], Mobil Oil Corporation, Mr. Paul 


Hansman, and his eight-man delegation in his office. 


Correspondent Sadi Oye’s report is presented from our 
studios: 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Alhaji 
Aminu Saleh said the present administration is in 
the process of disengagement and handing over to a 
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democratically elected government. In line with this, the 
program of the second phase of the disengagement will 
be made known in the next 10 days. 


[Saleh] We have nothing to hide and [words indistinct] 
you have to pui chings on the ground because you have 
to account foi your stewardship to the generality of your 
people. There is nothing that you hide and we have to 
run a government according to the rules and regulations 
of the Constitution. 


[Correspondent] He urged the visiting members to help 
enlighten the world of the true situation in Nigeria, 
based on their personal experiences in the country over 
the last three decades, as they had been operating in 
Nigeria. The secretary to the government of the federa- 
tion lamented that Nigeria is being painted black by the 
foreign press and some few Nigerians, pointing out that 
freedom of the press in Nigeria cannot be compared 
to what is obtained elsewhere, especially those coun- 
tries under military goverament. Alhaji Aminu Saleh 
explained that the government is doing everything pos- 
sible to improve the economy and that it is operating 
within the context of the people’s hopes and aspirations. 
The president, exploration and production, Mobil Oil 
Corporation, Mr. Paul Hansman, earlier said his com- 
pany has been under inc.easing pressure from interest 
groups abroad to discontinue investment in the country. 
Mr. Hansman explained that, however, his company has 
been presenting a more balanced picture of Nigeria and 
is ready to engage such groups in dialogue concern- 
ing the true situation of things in the country. He also 
expressed his company’s interest in helping Nigeria to 
develop the liquefied natural gas to fuel power plants 
as his company is presently engaged in developing the 
natural gas liquid in Bonni. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Party Leader Willing To Contact Rebels, Mediate 


AB2109210495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Among the parties given the 
go ahead is the United National People’s Party [UNPP] 
led by a veteran politician and one time foreign minister 
Dr. John Karifa Smart. But Dr. Karifa Smart has not 
been given the go ahead to make contacts with RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] rebels, although he is 
named in a list by the RUF of people they would be 
willing to hold preliminary talks with. It raised some 
eyebrows with people asking why Dr. Karifa Smart has 
been singled out by the rebels. Was he perhaps a front 
man? But Josephine Hazely has been talking to Dr. 
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Karifa Smart and asked him first how he reacted to the 
registration of his party? 


(Begin recording} (Smart) We are naturally quite happy 
that our efforts to become one of the parties looking 
forward to the elections in February was successful. 


{Hazely] And so what are you going to do now? 


{Smart] Well, we will begin in earnest. Until now 
we were not permitted to hold public meetings. All 
Our meetings have been in private, indoors or inside 
somebody’s yard. But now we can go out to the country 
with a message of a new day for Sierra Leone. 


[Hazely] Now, in talking about going out to the people, 
your name appeared on the list which the RUF put 
forward for talks with a group of Sierra Leoneans. But 
somehow, the government has said no. And other people 
are Claiming that you are a front for the rebels. Now 
what do you say to this charge? 


[Smart] I am definitely not a front for the RUF. It is a 
false accusation which is baseless. 


{Hazely] While if you are not an agent of the RUF, why 
did your name, your name alone as a political leader, 
appear on the list from the RUF? 


[Smart] Because I was the only one who had made any 
contact with them. I started to tell you that in January, I 
wrote an open letter which included the RUF and they 
responded and said they would be glad to have my help 
in bringing about peace and I responded by saying I 
would like to be a mediator, not a participant on their 
behalf. And I so I have had contact with them. So they 
know me. In addition, I am told that Foday Sankoh says 
that he remembers that I was the minister of defense 
when he first joined the army and that also he and I 
have suffered at Fedemba Road. 


[Hazely] You said earlier on there that you were 
with him at Fademba Road. You mean Fademba Road 
prison? 


[Smart] I was in Fademba Road prison although not at 
the same time. So I am known to the RUF. I do not 
know whether others are known or not. So it is natural 
that they would want to talk to me. In addition, they are 
the ones who told the International Red Cross, after I 
asked them if they could help me to get in touch with 
Foday Sankoh, they told the Red Cross yes they would 
be glad to talk to me. 


[Hazely] Now, how do you feel then about the govern- 
ment preventing you from talking to the rebels as they 
would like? 


{Smart} I am disappointed but I wish anyone who goes 
good will because what I am interested in this, not in 
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myself. So I am disappointed that I cannot have the 
opportunity to mediate as I had hoped to but I have 
no feelings at all against the government. If they can 
succeed with the list of people that they have approved 
I would say thank you to the All Mighty. 


(Hazely} But do you see yourself as the man who can 
really help stop the war in Sierra Leone? 


[Smart] Well, I can give you a political answer and the 
political answer is yes. Because every politician thinks 
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that he can achieve things. But I can also give you a 
practical answer. ! referred to myself before as an eldest 
Staiesman. I have probably the longest experience of all 
the candidates now for office. In government, my record 
is the clear one, there is no stains at all in anything I have 
done in the past and I just believe that with my people 
behind me I can speak frankly with Foday Sankoh and 
his people, that it is time for us to stop the war and get 
to a conference table. [end recording] 
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